
 
 

The 
Unusual 
Things 

that 
Some 

Christians 
Believe 

 

Purgatory 
 

The belief… 

This belief is that after physical death, persons who are not guilty of mortal sins will be put 
into an intermediate state that they might undergo expiatory purification.  

• What is it that you believe happens to someone after they die? 

 

• What determines their destination? 

 

• What is the difference between “mortal” and “venial” sins? 
 

 

 

The history… 

The term “purgatory” was first used by the Catholic Church roughly 850 years or so.  It is what 
they call the after-death purification of "all who die in God's grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified."  You may notice that typically they avoid using the word “place” in their 
descriptions.  Several of the most recent popes have tried to clarify this teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church by saying it is not a place but a “condition of existence.” 



At the Second Council of Lyon, the Catholic Church, for the first time, gave definition to this 
teaching.  They used just two simple points:  1) some souls are purified after death; and 2) such 
souls benefit from the prayers and pious duties that the living do for them.   

"Sobald das Geld im Kasten klingt, die Seele aus dem Fegefeuer in den Himmel springt!" 

It is this second point – prayers on behalf of the dead – that the Catholic Church points back to 
as a practice done by believers even before the time of Christ as a defense of this teaching.   

• What is the fatal flaw in the description that came out of the Second Council of Lyon?   

 

The kernel of truth… 

While the Catholic Church has never shied away from taking a stand on church tradition, when a 
pope speaks “ex cathedra,” and the statements of Church Councils, its teaching on purgatory, if 
to be found in a Biblical text, their greatest support in the apocryphal writings found in  2 
Maccabees 12:43-46.   

• What would this text (if we were to follow it) lead us to do? 

 

• Is this really a kernel of truth? 

 

They also use as proof an obscure passage from 1 Corinthians 3:12-15.   

• What aspects of these verses would “support” the idea of purgatory? 

 

• How is it that our “work will be shown for what it is” on “the Day”? 

 

• Sola Scriptura:  The simple words of the Bible clearly tell us our salvation is not a result 
of our works, or the works of our loved ones once we are gone.   
 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

• 1 Peter 3:21 
 

• 1 John 1:8-10 
 

• Mark 16:16 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Council_of_Lyon
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Maccabees+12%3A43-46&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Maccabees+12%3A43-46&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A10-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+1:8-10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16:16&version=NIV


When it becomes the focus of one’s faith… 

How would such a belief change the way that you live? 

 

What question would it raise in your mind? 

 

Consider what the Lutherans says about the teaching of purgatory in 1537 in the Smalcald 
Articles: 

Therefore purgatory, and every solemnity, rite, and commerce connected with it, 
is to be regarded as nothing but a specter of the devil.  For it conflicts with the 
chief article which teaches that only Christ, and not the works of men, are to 
help set free souls. Not to mention the fact that nothing has been divinely 
commanded or enjoined upon us concerning the dead. 

What our focus should be… 

Sadly, what the Bible has to say about salvation and one’s time of grace may leave us sad at the 
passing of someone we love.   

• What is the appeal of the various aspects of this unusual teaching? 

 

• What is the answer to our sin problem? 

 

• How does Luke 23:43 put holes in the doctrine on purgatory? 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smalcald_Articles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smalcald_Articles
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23:43&version=NIV

